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Abstract. Background, One of the causes of insufficient vegetable and fruit consumption is the lack
of knowledge and attitude. The lower the knowledge and attitude of school children, the more it
affects the lack of vegetable and fruit consumption. According to the Riskesdas report (2018), as
many as 93.4% of Indonesians aged ≥5 years fall into the category of low consumption of vegetables
and fruits. Objective, to determine the influence before and after being educated through puzzle
media about vegetables and fruits on school children at Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1
Surabaya. Methods, Quasi Experimental with One Group Pretest-Post-test Design approach. The
sample consists of 57 individuals. The collected data are pre-test and post-test questionnaires on
knowledge and attitudes. Statistical tests used the Wilcoxon Signed Rank Test. Results, The research
findings show a difference before and after being educated in nutrition through puzzle media
regarding knowledge and attitudes about vegetables and fruits with a p value of 0.000 (p<0.05). The
average knowledge and attitude scores of students increased after education by 19.22 and 18.93,
respectively. Conclusion, There is an influence of education through puzzle media on knowledge and
attitudes after being educated about vegetables and fruits among students in grades 3, 4, and 5 at
Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya. Suggestions, Puzzle media should be considered for
future educational use to enhance students' knowledge and attitudes.
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1 BACKGROUND

Elementary school children refer to individuals who are in the age range of 6 to 12
years old, scientifically referred to as the period of intellectual development (Rosaria
and Novika, 2018). This age group undergoes various changes in growth and
development that impact how their characteristics and personalities evolve (Diyanti et
al, 2015). Just as school-age children will grow faster, increase in height, and have
greater nutritional needs compared to children below this age (Istiany, 2013).

Over time, children's knowledge will grow rapidly, and their skills will become
diverse (Heng, 2018) (Wolff et al., 2020) (Masykuroh et al, 2022).The insufficient
consumption of fruits and vegetables in school children's meals must be taken into
consideration, as it can lead to inadequate micronutrient intake (Kemenkes RI, 2017)
(Mitsopoulou et al., 2020) (Molina‐López et al., 2021). This event signifies that
improving nutrition understanding among elementary school children is positively
associated with their habits of consuming vegetables and fruits (IHBOUR et al, 2022)
(Mohammad and Madanijah, 2015) (Ober et al, 2021).

Based on the Riskesdas report (2018), the majority of Indonesia's population aged at
least 5 years or older, 95.5%, is classified as deficient in fruit and vegetable
consumption. Results from the Riskesdas (2018) data also show that in East Java
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Province, the proportion of the population aged ≥5 years who were deficient in fruit and
vegetable consumption was 95.3% in 2013, but this figure decreased to 93.4%. In
children aged ≥5 years in Surabaya District who consumed fruits and vegetables from
the proportion of eating 1-2 servings per day 62.44%, 3-4 servings per day 20.66% and
5 or more servings per day 4.66%. The high prevalence of children ≥5 years old who
consume less fruits and vegetables indicates a problem that needs more serious
attention.

One of the causes of the lack of consumption of vegetables and fruits is lack of
knowledge and attitudes, the lower the knowledge and attitudes of school children, the
less the consumption of vegetables and fruits (Vittrup & McClure, 2018) (Mahmudiono
et al., 2020) (Surijati et al, 2021). Efforts that can be made are by providing nutrition
education (Citra et al, 2018). The nutrition education approach is a tool that aims to
explore the potential of individuals to improve or maintain optimal nutritional
status(Abu-Baker et al., 2021) (Salam et al., 2020) (Notoadmojo, 2014). The use of
puzzles in education has significant benefits in increasing interest in learning,
sharpening memory, developing cognitive abilities, training psychomotor skills, and
training critical thinking in solving problems (Rosliyana, 2020) (Gorev et al., 2018)
(Nazeer et al., 2018). Therefore, this media is commonly used as an effective tool in
improving the understanding and attitude of students at the primary school level
towards the subject matter studied (Silmi and Kusmari, 2017).

Based on preliminary studies conducted at Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1
Surabaya on grade 4 students as many as 20 people, it shows that the level of
knowledge of vegetables and fruit is 15% in the good category, 25% in the enough
category and 60% in the less category. Then the level of attitude to vegetables and fruit
was 50% in the good category and 50% in the less category. Based on the background
that has been discussed, researchers want to examine “The Effect of Nutrition Education
with Puzzle Games on Knowledge and Attitudes about Vegetables and Fruits at Public
Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya".

2 RESEARCHMETHODS

The research employed a quasi-experimental design utilizing the One Group
Pretest-Posttest approach. The study was conducted from December 2022 to March
2023 at Kertajaya 1 Public Elementary School in Surabaya. The research population
consisted of all students in grades 3, 4, and 5 at Kertajaya 1 Public Elementary School,
totaling 131 individuals. The sample size was determined using the Slovin formula,
resulting in a total sample size of 57 students. The sampling technique used was
Proportional Random Sampling, resulting in 14 students from grade 3, 19 students from
grade 4, and 24 students from grade 5.

There are 2 stages in this research, the first stage is the planning phase, which
includes obtaining research permission from the principal of Public Elementary School
Kertajaya 1 Surabaya, developing knowledge and attitude questionnaires, creating
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puzzle media covering characteristics, types, benefits, content, consumption
recommendations, and the impacts of inadequate consumption of vegetables and fruits.
Next, determining the research population and sample, as well as selecting and training
3 facilitators.

As for the second stage, the implementation phase involves conducting pre-tests for
knowledge and attitudes, nutrition education using puzzle media in Phase I conducted
during the first week for 30 minutes, followed by providing nutrition education using
puzzle media in Phase II carried out during the second week for 30 minutes. This stage
also includes conducting post-tests for knowledge and attitudes, data analysis, and
report preparation.

Data collection was conducted directly through interviews using the knowledge and
attitude questionnaire before and after nutrition education through puzzle media. After
data collection, the knowledge level was assessed based on total score categories: less if
the score was <56, enough if the score was 56 - 75, and good if the score was 76 – 100
(Arikunto, 2013). Meanwhile, attitude level assessment was based on total score
categories: less if the score was ≤50, and good if the score was ≥50 (Sumaryo, 2013).

The data obtained were then processed and analyzed using the SPSS application on a
computer. Univariate analysis was presented in the form of frequency distribution and
percentage results for each studied variable. Meanwhile, bivariate analysis used the
Wilcoxon signed-rank test. This test aimed to observe the differences before and after
nutrition education using puzzle media regarding vegetables and fruits.

3 RESULT

Based on the data obtained in the study, the results obtained regarding the
characteristics of respondents based on age and gender, the results of measuring
knowledge and attitudes before and after being given education using puzzle media, as
well as differences in the level of knowledge and attitudes before and after being given
education using puzzle media.

Table 1. Frequency Distribution of Age among students in Grades 3, 4, and 5 at Public
Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya in 2023

Age N Percentage (%)
8 1 2
9 19 33
10 14 25
11 23 40

Total 57 100
Source: Primary Data, 2023
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Based on table 1, shows that the majority of respondents aged 11 years were 23
students (40%), while the smallest respondent was 8 years old as many as 1 student
(2%).

Table 2. Frequency Distribution of Gender among Students in Grades 3, 4, and 5 at
Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya in 2023

Gender n Percentage (%)
Male 28 49,1

Female 29 50,9
Total 57 100

Source: Primary Data, 2023

Based on table 2, shows that the number of male respondents is 28 students (49,1%),
while female respondents amount to 29 students (50,9%).

Table 3. The Results of Measuring Knowledge Before and After being given Education
through Puzzle Media about Vegetables and Fruits for Students in Grades 3, 4, and 5 at
Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya

Knowledge Before After
n % n %

Less 17 29,8 1 2
Enough 25 43,9 9 16
Good 15 26,3 47 82
Total 57 100 57 100

Source: Primary Data, 2023

Based on table 3, shows that the results of measuring students' knowledge before
getting education through puzzle media obtained results of 15 students (26,3%) have a
good category knowledge level, while 25 students (43,9%) have a enough category
knowledge level. The results of measuring knowledge after providing education through
puzzle media obtained results of 47 students (82%) had a good level of knowledge
category, while 9 students (16%) had enough level of knowledge category.
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Table 4. The Results of Measuring Attitude Before and After being given Education
through Puzzle Media about Vegetables and Fruits for Students in Grades 3, 4, and 5 at
Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya

Knowledge Before After
n % n %

Less 30 52,6 0 0
Good 27 47,4 57 100
Total 57 100 57 100

Source: Primary Data, 2023

Based on table 4, shows that the results of measuring students' attitudes before getting
education through puzzle media obtained results of 27 students (47,4%) have a good
category attitude level, while 30 students (52,6%) have a less category attitude level.
The results of measuring attitudes after providing education obtained results of 57
students (100%) have a good category attitude level.

Table 5. Differences in Knowledge levels Before and After being given Education
through Puzzle Media about Vegetables and Fruits for Students in Grades 3, 4, and 5
at Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya

Attitude
score n Minimum Maximum Average p-value

Before 57 40 95 67,11 0,000
After 57 35 100 86,33

Source : Primary Data, 2023

Based on table 5, shows the average value of knowledge of 57 students before they
were given education through puzzle media was 67,11. Meanwhile, after being given
education through puzzle media, the average value of student knowledge has increased
to 86,33. Statistical tests were carried out using the Wilcoxon test, obtained a value of p
= 0.000, which means p <0.05. This shows that there are differences before and after
being given nutrition education using puzzle media related to knowledge about
vegetables and fruits in grades 3, 4, and 5 at Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1
Surabaya.
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Table 6. Differences in Attitude levels Before and After being given Education through
Puzzle Media about Vegetables and Fruits for Students in Grades 3, 4, and 5 at Public
Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya

Attitude
score n Minimum Maximum Average p-value

Before 57 24 72 47,75 0,000
After 57 53 79 66,68

Source: Primary Data, 2023

Based on table 6, shows the average attitude value of 57 students before they were
given education through puzzle media was 47,75. Meanwhile, after being given
education through puzzle media, the average value of student attitudes has increased to
66,68. Statistical tests were carried out using the Wilcoxon test, obtained a value of p =
0.000, which means p <0.05. This shows that there are differences before and after
being given nutrition education using puzzle media related to attitudes about vegetables
and fruits in grades 3, 4, and 5 at Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya.

4 DISCUSSION

Respondents involved in the study were students aged 8-11 years. This age is the time
when children have gained basic knowledge in determining success so that they are able
to carry out communication and cooperate well in improving their knowledge and
attitudes (Agusniatih and Manopah, 2019). In addition, the respondents involved in the
study consisted of male and female students. The existence of this gender, both men and
women, plays an important role in carrying out the research process to improve
knowledge and attitudes evenly.

The results of knowledge measurement have increased after being given education
using puzzle media about vegetables and fruits. This finding is in accordance with the
research of Sharps, Thomas, and Blissett (2020). The use of visual media that shows
pictures of healthy foods such as vegetables and fruits, has been proven effective as an
effort to increase knowledge related to vegetable and fruit consumption (Sharps et al,
2020). This increase in knowledge occurs because the learning process requires the help
of tools if there is no media, then learning is less effective so that many students feel
bored and uncomfortable which can make learning will tend to produce one-way and
monotonous interactions (Salsabila et al, 2020).

The results of attitude measurements have increased after being given education using
puzzle media about vegetables and fruits. This finding is in accordance with the
research of Kim et al (2019), elementary school children need nutrition education
because nutrition education provided to children has been shown to change their
knowledge and attitudes regarding food consumed. Students' attitudes have increased
because nutrition education effectively increases children's understanding of vegetables
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and fruits, where this knowledge can affect attitudes and practices of balanced nutrition,
especially vegetables and fruits in daily life (Ladiba et al, 2021).

Based on the research conducted, the average value of knowledge of 57 students
before they were given education using puzzle media was 67.11. After being given
education using puzzle media, it increased to 86.33. The results of the Wilcoxon test
obtained a value of p = 0.000 which means p <0.05. This shows that there are
differences before and after being given nutrition education using puzzle media on the
level of knowledge about vegetables and fruits where there is a significant increase in
student knowledge before and after being given education using puzzle media about
vegetables and fruits.

This finding is in accordance with the research of Wiena Arynda (2017), showing a
difference in knowledge indicated by a p-value of 0.000 or p <0.05, which means that
there is a significant difference before and after counseling through puzzle game media.
education is able to increase the level of individual knowledge. Implementation of
increased health education programs, especially in the field of nutrition in elementary
school children, can be used as a step to implement health interventions as a whole (De
Villiers et al, 2016). The existence of differences in knowledge between before and after
being given education through puzzle media shows that students become more
understanding and feel happy so that they are able to feel joy while learning, which in
turn can indirectly stimulate their brain development (Mariyaningsih and Hidayati,
2018)

Based on the research conducted, the average attitude value of 57 students before they
were given education using puzzle media was 47.75. After being given education using
puzzle media, it has increased, the average value is 66.68. The results of the Wilcoxon
test obtained a value of p = 0.000 which means p <0.05. This shows that there are
differences before and after being given nutrition education using puzzle media on the
level of attitude about vegetables and fruits where there is a significant increase in the
attitude of students before and after being given education using puzzle media about
vegetables and fruits.

This finding is in accordance with the research of Kharina Azmi (2021), explaining
the effect of education using puzzle media on the attitudes of elementary school
children regarding vegetables and fruits (p value = <0.05) (Kharina, 2021). Providing
nutrition education through puzzle media on changes in student attitudes has a
significant role in triggering an increase in positive attitudes and changes. This happens
because puzzle media has a fun nature, is able to broaden horizons, and increase
motivation and enthusiasm for learning.

5 CONCLUSION

Based on the above research, the average value after being given education for
students in grades 3, 4, and 5 of Public Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya has
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increased in knowledge by 19.22 while the average attitude value has increased by
18.93. The results showed that there was an effect of education using puzzle media on
knowledge and attitudes about vegetables and fruits, meaning that there was a
difference in the level of knowledge before and after being given nutrition education
through puzzle media about vegetables and fruits in grades 3, 4, and 5 at Public
Elementary School Kertajaya 1 Surabaya with a p value = 0.000 (p <0.05).
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